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Pedigree of Poultons of Desborough 
Provided by Elizabeth Cookson, Chippenham - Ref: Records of the English Province of the Society of Jesus Vol I (first series), Henry Foley S.J., Burns & Oates, Portman St. 
& Paternoster Row, London, 1877 - Amongst the genealogical papers collected by Elizabeth’s great uncle Leland Lewis Duncan 
 

Pedigree of the Poulten or Poulton Family of Desborough Co Northampton. 
For 14 Generations Lords of that Town. 

 
     John Poulton of Desborough  Jane, dau & heir of Richard Lord of 

Desborough.  She died 1452 
 

             
             
Johanna Poulton 
 

John Curson of 
Desborough 

 Thomas Poulton of Desborough  Eleanor dau of John Mallory of 
Newbold upon Avon, Co Warwick 
(milites) 

 

             
             
John 
Curson 

Alice dau of 
Thomas 
Downhall of 
Geddington 

Edward 
Curson 
s.p. 

Alice 
Curson 

Nicholas Gerneys of 
Muscot Co 
Northants 

William Poulton of 
Desborough ob 14 Henry 
VIII 

 Margery dau of John Tregian  

             
             
William 
Curson 

Maria dau of Morris Osborn 
of Kelmarsh Co Northampton 

Thomas Curson 
second son 

Martin Poulton of Desborough ob 8 
Henry VIII 

 ………    

             
             
    Giles, of Desborough ob. 6 Edw VI. Died 1553 

Excheator of the Co Northampton time Henry VIII 
 Catherine, dau of Thomas Lovett 

senior, of Astwell, Co Northampton 
     

                 
                 
Thomas 
(second 
son) 

Giles, youngest 
son ancestor of 
the Poultons of 
Bourton Co Bucks 
died prior to 1543 

Alice, Elder dau & coheir of 
Thomas More of Bourton Co 
Bucks by Anne dau & coheir of 
Stafferton or Staverton Co Berks 
- of the family of Sir Thomas 
Moore, Lord Chancellor 

Johanna 
or Maria 

Maria or Johanna 
Poulton mard … 
Caldicott of 
Ketton Co Rutland 
 

Martin, Eldest 
son died 1549 
(ob 2 Edw VI) 

Mary, dau of 
Morris 
Osborne of 
Kelmarsh Co 
Northants 

Anne Euseley Isham of 
Pytchley from 
whom the Ishams 
Baronets of 
Laneport 
 

Isabella Edward 
Wykeham of 
Swalcliffe Oxon. 
From whom the 
Viscounts 
Newman 

Agnes Miles 
Hampden 
of Rowell 
Co 
Rutland 

                 
                 
Ferdinando Poulton of 
Bourton Fellow of Christ 
College Cambridge. A 
celebrated Lawyer, died 1617 

(1st Wife) Anne 
daughter of Thomas 
Underhill of Nether 
Etington Co Warwick 

(2nd Wife) Catherine 
dau of William 
Jackman of Wing Co 
Bucks 

Phillip 
Poulton 

Rachel, dau of Thomas 
Pope of Boughton Co 

Northampton 

William S.J. Father Lanman names a Father 
Poulton who is supposed to have been a brother 
of Giles & the first of the family a member of the 
Society of Jesus 

Giles, of Desborough 
died March 22 1557. 
(ob 4-5 Philip & Mary) 
 

Ellena dau & coheir of … 
Fuller & relict of William 
Bradbury of Littlebury Co 

Essex. 
      Elizabeth Poulton          

 
This Pedigree is from Vol I. (first series) of Records of the 

English Province of the Society of Jesus by Henry Foley S.J. 

(London Burns & Oates Portman St & Paternoster Row 1877).  

The family is said to have come from Normandy in the Reign of 

William I. & to have settled in Kent & from thence spread to 

Northampton, Oxford, Gloucester, Wiltshire.  About reign of 

Henry III flourished Sir Robert de Polton who bore arg: on a fesse 

sable 3 bezants, between 3 mullets sable.  Thomas Poulton L.L.B. 

was Bishop of Worcester 1426 & died at Rome.  He bore - arg. 3 

mullets of six points, pierced, sable [Vide Concilium zu Constanz 

f42].  The best known branch is that of Desborough (originally of 

Cransley) co Northampton.  They were staunch Roman Catholics, 

& upheld Charles I.  The estates passed from father to son for 375 

years. 
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Anne Alban 
Butler 

William 
died an 
infant 
b.1577 

Francis, 
Eldest 
surviving 
son & heir 

Anne, 
dau of … 
Morgan 

Giles 2nd 
surviving 
son 

Thomas 
(SJ) Born 
1577 or 
about 
1583. 
Died Feb 
27 1637 

Ferdinando (SJ) Born 
1586 according to 
Eng. Coll. Diary 
Entered Society of 
Jesus about 1613. 
Killed in Maryland 
Mission S.J. 1637. 

Martha 
m. 8 
Dec 
1595 

William 
Penn of 
Penn, High 
Sherrif of 
Bucks 22nd 
James I. 

Mary … 
Troughton 

Eugenia  
a nun 
O.S.B 

Emma 
Poulton 

… Styles 
of … 

Ursula … 
Styles 

                 
                 
Elizabeth 
only dau. 
& heir 

Francis Plowden of 
Plowden - Salop & 
Shiplake Oxon. (his 
second wife) 

  Jane John Brooke of Great Oakley Co 
Northampton from whom the 
Capel-Brookes, Baronets of the same 
place 

George, of 
Desborough  
Born 1553 died Oct 26. 
1598 

Elizabeth, dau of John 
Isham of Laneport Co 
Northampton, High 
Sheriff 23rd Elizabeth. 
She died 12 May 1584 

Johanna …(Jane)
Poulton 
 
 

 

?Henry Bradbury son of 
William Bradbury of Little 
Bury Co Essex 
 
see brass in Littlebury  

               Church  
                 
A quo the Plowdens of 
Plowden Co Salop 
 

A 
daughter 
born after 
1619 

(1) 
Ferdinando in Baptism 
but John in Confirmation 
Born 1601, Entered 
Society of Jesus at 
Walten, & left it in 1621, 
being a novice 

(2) 
Alexius 

(3) 
John 

(4) 
William, alias Sacheverell, 
secular priest, born 1615. 
Supposed to have been 
Chaplain in the family of the 
Right-Hon Lady Mary Somerset 
& to have died 1673. Will 
proved in London in that year. 

Giles 
born 
1580 

Edward 
born 1582 
died 1583 

John of Desborough 
Entered at Oriel 
College Oxford 1593 
died 1641. Mard at 
Ruislip 1 June 1595 
 

Francis, second 
daughter of John 
Wollaston of 
Ruislip Co 
Middlesex & of 
Rowington Co 
Warwick 

Elizabeth  
b. 1578 m 
30 Jan 
1598 

Edward Baron 
of Kettering 
Co 
Northampton 

                
                 
Giles (S.J) (alias 
Palmer) born 1600, 
entered Society of 
Jesus 1621 a 
professed Father 
1635, died 
November 20 1666 

æt 65 

Thomas a 
priest 
born 
1603 died 
1637 

Ferdinand (S.J 
alias Palmer) 
born 1605 - 
entered SofJ 
1625 a professed 
father 1641 died 
May 6 1666 

John (S.J alias 
Palmer and 
alias Coniers) 
born 1610 
entered SofJ 
1650 died 
1657 

William (S.J 
alias Francis 
Palmer) Born 
1613, entered 
SofJ 1633 died 
Sept 27-1641 

æt 28 

Henry S.J 
(alias Matthew 
Palmer) Born 
1615. Entered 
SofJ 1635. 
Drowned near 
St Ouen 1640 

æt 25 

Charles S.J (alias 
Palmer) born 1616, 
Entered SofJ 1637 
a professed Father 
1654 died a Martyr 
for the Catholic 
Faith in Newgate 
Prison Feb 7 1690 

æt 74 

George of 
Desborough 
born 1594 
mard 1620 
died 1654 

Jane, dau of 
Thomas 
Hutchinson of 
Owelthorpe, Co 
Notts, by Jane, dau 
& coheir of … 
Sacheverell of 
Ratcliffe-on-Soar, 
Co Notts 

Anne Charles Thimbleby 
of Lindall Co York, 
supposed to have 
been the Capt. 
Charles Thimbleby 
killed at the battle 
of Worcester 

Elizabeth 
born 1608 

Edward J 
died a 
year old 
born 1602 
d. 1603 

                 
                 
Charles 
Died an 
infant 
1626 

Giles, 
died 
1625 a 
year 
old 

George 
died 
1712 
S.P 

Charles 
a priest 
d. 1690 

Elizabeth Mary, died 
1624 an 
infant 

Ferdinand of Desborough 
eldest son married 1649, died 
at Dunkirk 1679 [mard 28 Jan 
1649 & d at Dunkirk in 
Flanders June 1679, buried 
there in the Gt Church] 
? a will proved London 1679 

Mary, dau of 
… Gifford of 
Black Ladies, 
Co Stafford 
she died 1674 

Giles of 
Samborn Co 
Warwick died 
1688 (b at 
Coughton 
1688) 

Mary, eldest dau of Francis Reeve, uncle to Sir 
Thomas Reeve, chief Justice of Common 
Pleas [Mary eld.dau of Francis Reeve of 
Samborn Co Warwick, 2nd son of Rich.Reeve 
of Farley Wallop, Hants by, Eliz his wife dau 
of Thomas Corbet of Stanwarden Co Salop, & 
uncle to Sir Thomas Reeve, Knt, Lord Chief 
Justice of Common Pleas.] 

Frances 
Poulton 
d. unmar 
1652 

Anne Edward 
Lucy of 
Kingswood
bury Co 

Herts 
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Ferdinand of 
Desborough born 
1651 mard 29 June 
1674 died 1708 

Juliana, dau of Robert Garter of 
Brystock by Martha dau of … 
Jackman of Wing Co Bucks d 1723 
& buried at South Weald Co Essex 

Winefrid Bridget Catherine 
died 1672 

Mary William 
Saunders of 
Welford Co 

Northampton 

Elizabeth 
died 1733 

Anne died 1720 
 
 
 
Nuns O.S.B. Dunkirk 

Frances 
Died 
1694 

Andrew S.J born 1654 Entered 
SofJ 1674, a Professed father 
1692, a Master at Jesuit College 
Savoy, London 1687, died at St 
Germain France 1710 

Thomas S.J 
born 1656, 
Entered SofJ 
1685, died 
April 1 1725 

               
                 
   Giles, Eldest son died from wounds 

at battle of Melasso 1718. Born 1674 
Capt in the Hibernian Regt in service 
of Philip V of Spain Died unm: of 
wounds recd at the battle of Melasso 
in Sicily 18 Oct 1718. 

William, 2nd son, a Priest. 
Chaplain to Thomas Howard, 
Duke of Norfolk, drowned 
accidentally at Gainsborough in 
Lincolnshire. (second son) 

Bridget 
died 1715 

Anne, married twice: 
1st Thomas Ireland 
of Samborn. 2nd 
Thomas Cutcheth of 
Abram near Wigan. 
By both had issue. 

Francis, banker in London, 
died 1710 born 1680, citizen 
& Banker of London m 
1703 & died 1710, buried at 
Kensington 

Mary, Eldest dau of John Coke of 
Witham Co Essex [by Anne his wife dau 
of … Franess of Wolverhampton, 
descended from the Franesses of Co 
Derby] descended from Sir Edward 
Coke, Chief Justice of Common Pleas. 
She died 1742 

                 
                 
Martha Richard 

Wright, 
Banker of 
London 

Frances 
died 1753 

Mary 
Agnes 
died 1745 

Charles 
died an 
Infant 

Henry S.J born 
1679 entered SofJ 
1709 died in 
Maryland Mission 
S.J 1730 

George S.J 
born 1689 
entered SofJ 
1710 died at 
Walten 1739 

Giles S.J born 1694 
ordained priest 1719 
entered SofJ 1721 a 
professed father 1731 died 
in London 1752 [The Last 
Male of the Eldest Branch] 

Thomas S.J born 1697 
Entered SofJ 1716 a 
professed father 1734 
died in Maryland 1749 
of which mission he 
was Superior. 

John, a 
priest 
died in 
London 
1748 

Andrew a 
merchant 
in 
Maryland 
Died 
1716 S.P 

Robert of 
Desborough 
died in 
London 1716 
S.P 

Ferdinand of 
Desborough 
died 1728 S.P 

  Nuns O.S.B Dunkirk              
                
Eldest dau died 1731 & 
buried at South Weald 
Co Essex 

   Francis died an Infant 
(1st son) 
 

John died an Infant in 
1708 (3rd son) 
 

William (second son & heir) of St 
Margarets Westminster, died 1792 - 
buried at Desborough born 1706 

Mary, only dau of Robert Smith of 
Poolthorn near Cadney Co Lincoln, 
descended from the Smiths of 
Lincoln Castle. 

Anne, died 1735 born 1709 
d. unm buried at 
Paddington 

                 
                 
Frances died 
1748 an Infant. 

Frances died 
1744 an infant. 

Mary Catherine 3rd 
dau Born 1739 

Mary Martha 
died 1736 

Teresa or Eugenia a 
Benedictine nun at Ghent 
professed July 13 1768 

Alfred died 
an infant 

Alfred Giles born 1745 2nd son & heir 
born at 19 Gloucester Street, Queen’s 
Square, London 13 April 1745. 

Ferdinand William 
Died an Infant 1750 in 
Spain & buried there 

John Francis died an infant 
1752 in Spain & buried 
there. 

 


